
Web Design – Basic principles part 1

Home Page
The home page should be good and clear and give the viewer a good impression of whats to
come, and also the knowledge that they have landed on the right site.

The Company logo and identity should be obvious but not cluttered, the home page should
provide the viewer with links to other pages that hold the main contents of the subject or business.

It is important that the page should load quickly so as not to turn the viewer away, and have a
common element with other pages.

Sizes & download times
The size of a page is very much determined by the different elements you put into it. A basic rule
is to keep any page under 40k (in particular the home page) to help download times. Animated gif,
banners and jpeg images should be considered but only used if really necessary.

There are ways to make the viewer think that the site is downloading quickly, the images can be
sliced up, which allows the image to download one piece at time which gives the impression it is
downloading faster. Another way to give a false impression of speed, is to ensure that you always
specify the dimensions of the graphic using the height and width attributes in the image tag. The
browser allocates the correct size for the image and flows the text around it, giving the impression
that the site is loading faster.

Fonts
Because of various end user platforms it is difficult to control type and fonts, therefore it is a good
idea to indicate a second and third choice to try and eliminate the problem.

The problem with only using safe fonts and type is that it can render the site boring and
unimaginative, this can be overcome by using GIF text.

Gif text is when the text is produced in a graphics package such as Photoshop or Coreldraw and
then imported into the page as a gif. There are drawbacks to using this type of text:

1. The file size of the page is increased (effecting download time).
2. The text cannot be searched, indexed, copied or pasted.

Text and fonts that have special effects are best suited to graphics, and it is worthwhile noting that
if the text is mainly solid colours it is better to save them in the gif format, however if they have
been created using continious tone colouration or are of a photorealistic nature, jpeg with a
transparent bckground is more suited.

Antialiasing the graphic text causes the file size to increase, and can often make small type of 12
points and under look blurry.



Recap

• Make the Home page simple, don’t overload it. The main
purpose of a Home page is to provide links to other pages.

• To avoid long download times, keep your pages to 40k or less.
Look at ways to reduce download times.

• Be aware of font control, use gif text to enhance but be
conscious of drawbacks and which formats to use.


